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On the way down to the coast the sledge showed such
imminent signs of breaking up that they dumped most of the
provisions, and pushed on with only sleeping-bags and a couple
of days' food. The hut was reached safely, although there was
no sign of the boat; and next morning Lygon and Glen set off
to pick up the stores from the sledge. They had not gone far
when they found the way blocked by a glacier stream which
had been a mere trickle before, but which now was a roaring
torrent, hurtling down great blocks of ice. After following the
bank of the stream for some way they came to a place where
the water was shallower. Lygon started to cross, and after
going two yards disappeared. He came to the surface, and
began swimming for the other side. He reached the shore
about sixty yards from where he had started, and, clambering
out, took off his clothes and wrung the water out. When he had
dressed again Lygon went off to the depot, while Glen went
back to the hut for Waugh and some strong twine. Lygon came
back with his rucksack filled with food. A ski stick was thrown
over to him \vith the twine attached. Lygon tied himself on,
and was pulled over.

By this time yet another glacier stream had formed and so had
to be crossed on the way back, and in the middle of this Waugh
was knocked over by an ice-boulder, the sudden jerk on the life-
line pulling Lygon over too. Then the rope broke, and Waugh
was able to scramble ashore a few yards away; but Lygon was
driven by the rapid current towards the mouth of the river.
Eventually he came to a stop against a stranded ice-boulder,
and as his hands were completely frozen it was only with great
difficulty that he was able to pull himself to his feet and so make
his way to safety.

For the next three days they nursed their bruises, and, since
they could not find the boat, decided to make their way back
over the glaciers to the base. As they had no crampons or axes
they had to risk a frost, which would have made the ice-slopes
unclimbable; but by this time their luck had turned, and they
were able to make good progress back to the base and safety.